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As a Committee, we agree that some form of citizen review/advisory body will be beneficial to 
the City of Vergennes. 

It is our initial request that once City Council returns to quorum, that we be permitted sufficient 
time to explore all the questions that our committee was charged to study. This will permit us the 
ability to submit a fuller report based on thorough study and deliberation. For several reasons, 
including logistical challenges, as well as the value we see in conducting a community survey, 
we are asking for more time to address our charge. 

In order to facilitate easier direct public input, we would recommend that the city establish a 
CRBEC email address managed by the Committee chair. We also recommend that the CRBEC 
website be retained and visible to the public at least until the City Council reconvenes and 
decides on the future of this group. 

We wish to reiterate our belief, a professionally administered community survey will help inform 
the further discussion on citizen review in Vergennes. If a professionally administered survey is 
not feasible, the committee should be empowered to develop and conduct their own survey 
recognizing that eliciting public input through an imperfect survey is better than no survey at all. 

It is also our hope that we be returned to a membership of 8 representing diverse viewpoints 
and life experiences. Members of this committee who wish to continue to serve should be 
permitted to. 

In the time we have had, we have come together on answers to the following questions: 

Can the City legally create a Citizen Review Board? 

Yes, the city can legally create a Citizen Review Board. There is precedent for this nationally1 as 
well as in Vermont. For example: 
Burlington, VT2 
Brattleboro, VT3 
Rutland, VT4 
Vermont State Police5 

 

 
Works Cited: 
1 https://www.nacole.org/police_oversight_by_jurisdiction_usa  
2 https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/Police/Police-Commission  
3 https://www.brattleboro.org/index.asp?SEC=693CDD32-EA5A-4D80-8EC8-52AAFFEEA194&DE=57838C74-B150-
4F30-A41A-CBE8D24BB24D  
4 https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24APPENDIX/009/00022.01  
5 https://dps.vermont.gov/committees-boards/spac  
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What legal implication will a Citizen Review Board have on the city? 

The specifics on legal implications of Citizen Review Board would be better answered by The 
City Attorney. Depending on the form of review chosen, changes to the city charter may be 
necessary6. A committed Citizen Review Board given the proper training, authority and influence 
can improve department policies and procedures. Citizen Review Board Recommendations can 
prevent issues by identifying areas of concern and subsequently offering options to improve 
policing7. A Citizen Review Board can assist a jurisdiction in liability management and reduce 
the likelihood of costly litigation by identifying problems and proposing corrective measures 
before a lawsuit is filed8. 

In contrast a Citizen Review Board without proper training and understanding of their role can 
open the city to otherwise avoidable liability.9 

What type of complaints should be accepted? 

Residents and visitors should feel empowered to submit any comment, complaint, or 
commendation for review that they would like. It is then incumbent on the body to review the 
comments, complaints or commendations and recommend necessary action or next steps. 

Many in our community are interested in the outcome of this important work. We write this 
recommendation with the hope that the work of this group as well as this community 
conversation continues. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bryan P. Goodkowsky 

Vergennes Citizen Review Board Exploratory Committee 

Chairperson 

 

__________________ 

 
6 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1247yhu6cnqwkXsLvxdcOPaEo8TC86hJ1/view (Recommendations for Effective 
Practices Section III) 
7 https://www.nacole.org/benefits (10) 
8 https://www.nacole.org/benefits (11) 
9 https://vtdigger.org/2020/06/24/city-attorney-urges-police-commission-not-discuss-cop-resignation-demands/  


